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1872 Excerpt: ... the sea has choked up
their mouths with sand; and the inhabitants,
who have not a particle of individual
energy, are waiting till the Government
shall clear them, instead of doing it
themselves. Wider aud more extensive cuts
are to be constructed: their mouths,
however, being fitted with large
wrought-iron tubes, piercing the sandbank,
and running out a considerable distance
into the sea, to a point beyond the action of
the sand-wave, so that choking will
henceforth be impossible, and the
storm-waters will always be free to run into
the sea in all weathers. 2,000/. would set
the matter right, and one season is ample
for its execution. The Alexandretta road,
after having served for ten years as a field
for robbery and extortion of every kind,
and cost, so far as it goes, about 22,000/.,
irrespective of forced labour, without any
result, is only about one-third finished, and
has been condemned by Mr. Haddan,
because the direction chosen is so
circuitous, and the inclines so steep, that
even if finished (in about 20 years) no one
could or would make use of it. He very
sensibly points out the utter uselessness of
constructing roads in Syria--at any rate in
the mountainous portions, and iu the, for
the most part, swampy plains; no wheel
carriages exist, and the people are averse to
novelty, and not at all mechanical or given
to keeping anything in repair, without
which roads and vehicles would not be
serviceable for a week in such a severe
climate. Mules and camels are the existing
methods of transport, and good or bad
roads are all one to them; they always
prefer the shortest routes, and would most
certainly never follow the windings of a
carriage road. Where road inclines exceed
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1 in 20, a mule can carry more than he can
pull; hence carriage roads of steeper ...
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